
We	nominate	Valerie	Bugh	as	an	Honorary	Member	of	the	Texas	Master	Naturalist,	Capital	Area	Chapter.	
	
Valerie	(Val	to	everyone	she	meets)	has	been	a	crucial	part	of	training	new	CAMN	members	since	2010.	Each	
year,	Val	teaches	either	the	training	classes	on	insects	or	the	class	on	observation	and	digital	journaling	–	
frequently	both.	Some	years,	you’ll	also	find	her	leading	fieldwork	sessions	in	addition	to	teaching.	Basically,	
whenever	CAMN	calls,	Val	answers!	
	
CAMN	asks	Val	back	year	after	year	because	she	is	an	excellent	speaker	who	vividly	conveys	both	her	content	
knowledge	and	her	personal	love	of	the	subject	matter	in	a	way	that	is	perfectly	tuned	to	the	needs	of	the	
Master	Naturalist	trainees.	
	
Val	has	provided	leadership	for	long-term	projects	that	many	CAMN	members	have	participated	in	to	get	
their	required	volunteer	hours.	For	years,	Val	conducted	the	Austin	Nature	and	Science	Center	Biodiversity	
Survey	every	month.	More	recently,	Val	established	and	leads	the	Fauna	Project	at	the	Lady	Bird	Johnson	
Wildflower	Center	–	a	weekly	project	where	volunteers	comb	the	grounds	at	the	Wildflower	Center	and	
document	every	living	thing	they	can	find.	
	
Val’s	generosity	extends	beyond	CAMN.		Nancy	Goor,	the	first	Director	of	the	Smithsonian	Natural	History	
Museum	Live	Insect	Zoo	describes	her	first	meeting	with	Val	as	a	“life-changing	event”	and	credits	Val	with	
teaching	her	how	to	photograph	insects.	Nancy	writes:	
	
“Val	knows	everything	there	is	to	know	about	insects	(this	is	not	an	exaggeration)	and	is	very	generous	
about	sharing	her	knowledge…It	was	by	observing	her	method	of	photographing	insects	that	I	learned	how	
to	do	it	myself.		She	enlarged	my	life	by	teaching	me	how	to	photographically	capture	the	fascinating	
creatures	you	will	see	on	this	website.”	(amazingnature-nancygoor.com)	
	
Val	actively	manages	her	own	web	page,	AustinBug.com,	where	she	digitally	catalogues	insects…	and	if	
you’ve	ever	spent	any	time	around	Val,	you’ll	quickly	appreciate	her	subtle	sense	of	humor.	Here’s	how	she	
describes	her	digital	work	with	insects:	
	
“I've	always	liked	insects	but	didn't	want	to	bother	with	the	mess	and	storage	problems	of	having	a	lot	of	
their	little	corpses	sitting	around.	The	digital	camera	has	made	it	possible	for	me	to	go	out	and	hunt	the	
miniature	beasts,	bag	them	with	a	photo,	and	we	can	both	happily	go	our	own	ways	afterward.	“			
	
Val	is	a	true	asset	to	our	community.	She	is	the	quintessential	Master	Naturalist:	a	well-informed	volunteer	
providing	education,	outreach,	and	service	toward	the	beneficial	management	of	natural	resources	and	
natural	areas	within	her	community.		Her	generous	spirit	has	enriched	the	lives	of	numerous	CAMN	
members,	members	of	the	Austin	Community,	and	folks	far	beyond.	For	these	reasons	we	nominate	Val	Bugh	
as	an	Honorary	Member	of	the	Texas	Master	Naturalist	Program,	Capital	Area	Chapter.	
	
Submitted	and	approved	by	the	CAMN	BOD	on	1/9/19	
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Presented	to	Valerie	(Val)	Bugh	on	2/17/19	
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“Val	is	a	great	person	to	nominate…..an	excellent	choice”		Jerri	Porter	
	
“Wonderful	idea!	Val	is	a	pleasure	to	work	with….I	fully	support	her	becoming	an	honorary	member	of	the	
Capital	Area	Master	Naturalists	-	Austin	is	lucky	to	have	such	a	wonderful	resource.”		David	Brady	
	
“Val	is	such	a	treasure!”		Melissa	MacDougle	


