Jim O’Donnell

Honorary CAMN Membership

For over 30 years Jim has combined his love of teaching, biology, and environmental stewardship in
Central Texas. He taught science and environmental education in Dripping Springs for 28 years. In
addition to teaching school, during that time, he was instrumental in setting aside the tract of land now
known as the Vireo Preserve, which once supported the largest population of black capped vireos in
Travis County. As a result of his efforts and Knowledge of endangered song birds and their ecosystems,
Jim was appointed to the Biological Advisory Team that provided basis and support for the Balcones
Canyonlands Preserve, a system of preserves established to protect habitat for multiple endangered and
rare species in Travis County.

Jim retired from his position as a school teacher in 2009, but he has never retired from teaching. His
calling as an educator shines through whether he is leading a hike, speaking to a CAMN training class, or
simply interacting with his volunteers at the Vireo. He absolutely personifies CAMN’s mission “To
develop a corps of well-informed volunteers to provide education, outreach, and service dedicated to
the beneficial management of natural resources and natural areas within our community”. Anyone who
goes on a hike with Jim, or volunteers at the Vireo will find that he delights in sharing his knowledge and
experience from his restoration work with others. His passion for conservation and restoration is
contagious. Many CAMN members have learned permaculture techniques and field botany including
best practices on planting and nurturing different species from Jim.

Jim has made an enormous contribution to the CAMN program both as an educator/presenter at CAMN
training classes and as the leader of the Vireo preserve restoration project. For many years he has
directed and collaborated with Master Naturalists, and other volunteers, to create a living laboratory
where the community works creatively and diligently to transform degraded landscapes to healthy
ecosystems. He has had a major impact on the many Master Naturalists who have heard him speak to
their class, at a conference, on a hike, or come out to volunteer at the Vireo. For his boundless
dedication to conserve our environment and build community, Jim has been selected as an honorary
Texas Master Naturalist and CAMN member.

Nomination presented by Terry Southwell and co-sponsored by Mark Wilson (CAMN past president),
Marc Opperman (CAMN past president), Sheila Ellwood (CAMN class of 2012), and Gary Sertich (CAMN
class of 2019)

With contributions from Lisa O’'Donnell (COA BCP head biologist) and Audrey Stewart (COA WCD
Conservation Program Coordinator & CAMN class of 2014)



